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Our Rights to Education

In 1998, the Good Friday Agreement made it a legal duty for the Executive to ‘encourage and
facilitate’ the development of Irish medium education. In 2011, a judicial review found that the
Department for Education needed to review how it encouraged and facilitated Irish medium
education through the provision of transport to students of the only Irish medium secondary school
in the north of Ireland, Colaiste Feirste.

Three years later, and there is still no dedicated bus provided to transport students from north
Belfast to Colaiste Feirste.

Recent research carried out by parents has found that:

Current Cost to Parents
Parents from north Belfast spend between £5-£25+ a
week sending their children on buses to Colaiste Feirste.

Based on current levels, the combined projected bill for
£3 1 4 1 8 transporting students from north Belfast in 2014/2015
, will be £31,418.
In effect, significant amounts of household income from
some of the most economically deprived areas of Belfast

is paying for the development of Irish language education
by ensuring access to education for their children.
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Preventing the Development of the Irish Language

79% of surveyed parents of children in North Belfast Naiscoil

& Bunscoil say that current transport provisions are a significant
obstacle to sending their children to Irish medium secondary school.

The failure to provide transport is a barrier to children continuing
their education in Irish medium, and is therefore a barrier to the
development of Irish medium education sector.

The solution is simple... #busanois!

Sign our petition to ask Minister O’Dowd to provide buses to

transport the students from north Belfast to Colaiste
Feirste.
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Ar gcearta ar mdeachas

In 1998, chruthaigh Comhaonti Aoine an Chéasta an dualgas dlithiuil ar an Fheidhmeannas forbairt
an Gaeloideachais ‘a spreagadh agus a €ascu’. In 2011, chinn athbhreithnit breithiinach go raibh ar
an Roinn Oideachais athbhreithniti a dhéanamh ar an dodigh a spreag agus a d’éascaigh siad oideachas
tri mhean na Gaeilge tri sholathar taistil do dhaltai Cholaiste Feirste, an t-aon mheanscoil Ghaeilge 6
thuaidh.

Tri bliana ar aghaidh agus g6 foill nil bus dilis ar fail le daltai a iompar 6 thuaisceart Bhéal Feirste go
Colaiste Feirste.

Fuair tuisti amach le taighde s’acu:

An Costas do Thuisti:
Caitheann tuisti ¢ thuaisceart Bhéal Feirste £5-£25+ sa
tseachtain lena bpaisti a chur ar busanna go Colaiste
Feirste. Bunaithe ar na leibhéil reatha, beidh costas measta

£31,418 ar dhaltai 6 thuaisceart Bhéal Feirste a iompar in
, 2014/15.

Le firinne, ta méid suntasach d’ioncam an teaghlaigh i
gcuid de na ceantair is diothai go heacnamuil 1 mBéal
Feirste 4 chaitheamh ar thorbairt an Ghaeloideachais ag
cinntit rochtain ar oideachas da bpaisti.

Ag cur cosc ar fhorbairt na Gaeilge

Deir 79 /0 de thuisti le pdisti 1 naiscoileanna agus

bunscoileanna thuaisceart Bhéal Feirste go bhfuil an solathar iompar
reatha ina bhac mor ar a bpdisti a chur chuig mheénscoil Ghaeilge.

Is bac ¢ an teip iompar a sholathar do phaisti ag leanuint lena n-
oideachas tri mhean na Gaeilge, agus mar sin is bac ¢ ar thorbairt
earnail an Ghaeloideachais.

Ta an réiteach simpli... #busanois!
Sinigh an achaini s’againn ag iarraidh ar an Aire O’'Dowd

busanna a chur ar fail le daltai 6 thuaisceart Bhéal Feirste a
iompar go Colaiste Feirste.
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