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Our Ref: DOH/2019-0096 
Date:   2 December 2019 

Dear Sara 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 
 
I am writing to confirm that the Department of Health has now completed its search for 
the information you requested on 7 November 2019. 
 
For ease of reference I am copying your FOI request below with our response 
attached to each. 
 
The Protect Life 2 Suicide Prevention Strategy 2019-2024 sets out the following aim 
‘to reduce the suicide rate in Northern Ireland by 10% by 2024’.  
Please provide me with the following information:  
 

1. The evidence base used to establish this target.  
 
The 10% target is based on World Health Organisation (WHO) guidance as 
detailed in their 2014 report: Preventing Suicide: A Global Imperative. 
 
The report is available at 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/131056/9789241564779_eng.p
df;jsessionid=B07DFBD7A46257F1724BC8156E054ACE?sequence=1 
 
Reference to the 10% target can be found at pages 2, 7, 9, 11, 23, and 71 of 
the report. 
 
The WHO Mental Health Action Plan 2013-2020 referred to in Preventing 
Suicide: A Global Imperative can be found at 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/89966/9789241506021_eng.pd
f;jsessionid=06A9C2D0E234E714981F88F99EF46E5B?sequence=1 
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2. All relevant documentation relating to the development of this target, 
including minutes of meetings, consultation documents and equality 
screening documents.  
 
Redacted submissions to the former Minister and current Permanent Secretary 
which included reference to a 10% target have been attached as PDF 
documents in the covering email to this letter. 
 
The post consultation document for Protect Life 2 is available at 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/protect-life-2-
consultation-analysis-report.pdf 
 
Reference to the 10% target can be found at pages 3, 4, 6, 10, 34, and 35 of 
this document. 
 
For your convenience extracts from consultation responses that were received 
which contained requests for a 10% reduction in the suicide rate are attached 
separately at Tab A and B. 
 
The Protect Life 2 Strategy document can be found at https://www.health-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/pl-strategy.PDF 
 
Reference to the 10% target can be found at pages 2, 11, and 16.  
 
The Equality Screening document is found at https://www.health-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/pl-disability-duties.PDF 
 
Reference to the 10% target can be found at pages 2 and 36. 
 
 

3. Clarification on what the 10% target means, including the projected 
number of lives to be saved over the 5 year lifetime of the strategy, year 
on year.  
 
Detail on how the 10% reduction will be measured can be found at page 11 of 
the strategy document https://www.health-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/pl-strategy.PDF 
 
 

 
If you feel that the information we have provided does not fully meet your request 
please contact me at the above number in the first instance. You have the right to 
request that the Department formally review this decision within two calendar months 
of the date of this letter.  If you wish to do so, please write to Mr Brendan O’Neill 
(foi@health-ni.gov.uk), Annexe 3, Castle Buildings, Stormont, Belfast BT4 3SQ. 
 
If after such an internal review you are still unhappy with the response, you have the 
right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, CHESHIRE SK9 5AF, who will undertake an independent review. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. Please remember to 
quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
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Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Laura Roddy 
Local Information Manager 
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